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“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you.”  Luke 6:27-28 

 

Question- What if God actually wants that difficult person in your life? 

 
3 Ways God uses DIFFICULT PEOPLE 

 

 

1.  Difficult people have a way of revealing our true heart condition. 

 

2.  Difficult people cause us to grow more than witout them. 

 

3.  God uses difficult people to shape and mold us into His image.  

 

1 Samuel 25 
 

“Then David moved down into the Desert of Maon.  2 A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, 
was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. 3 His 
name was Nabal and his wife's name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, a 
Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings...”   1 Samuel 25: 1-3 

 
Powerful choices Abigail made dealing with a meanie 

 
1.  She was committed to the covenant/relationship.  vs 14-40 
 

Jesus’ words on the matter: 
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you 
have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, 
for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your 'Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything 
beyond this comes from the evil one.”  Matthew 5:33-37 

 

 

2.  She interceded on behalf of the relationship.  vs 18 

“Abigail lost no time. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs of 
roasted grain, a hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 
Then she told her servants, ‘Go on ahead; I'll follow you.’ But she did not tell her husband Nabal.”  

 

 

 



Jesus’ words on the matter: 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what 
are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.”  Matthew 5:43-48 

 
3.  She demonstrated wisdom, tact and discernment.  vs 19, 23-31, 36  

“Then she told her servants, ‘Go on ahead; I'll follow you.’ But she did not tell her husband Nabal.” vs 19 
 

“When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face to the ground. 
24 She fell at his feet and said: ‘My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your servant speak to you; hear 
what your servant has to say. 25 May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name — 
his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent.”   
1 Samuel 25:23-31 - See also vs 26-31 

 
4.  She was courageously honest.  vs 25, 36-38 

“When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding a banquet like that of a king. He was in high spirits and 

very drunk. So she told him nothing until daybreak. 37 Then in the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told 

him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone. 38 About ten days later, the Lord struck 

Nabal and he died.” 

 

NOTICE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HER WORDS: 
 

A. They were timed.  She didn’t try to refute while he was drunk. 

B. They were truthful. 

C. They were tempered. 

 

Jesus’ words on the matter: 
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift. 25 Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him 
on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. 26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”  Matthew 5:23-26 

 

5. She always took the high road. 

 

 She refused to retaliate. 

 She extended him grace. 

 She entrusted her situation to the Lord. 

 

Jesus’ words on the matter: 
“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes 
your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what 
belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:27-31 

 



“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as 
it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, 
for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  Romans 12:17-21 
 

“God has a way of either changing the person, changing the climate, changing the circumstances, or He will 
change the environment.” 
 

 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

Who is your difficult person?  Are you the difficult person? 

 

What are some things from today’s time that the Lord is challenging you to try? 

 

What is a well-timed, courageous conversation the Lord is leading you to have?   Begin praying that the Holy 

Spirit would open the door for the right timing and prepare the way. 

 

What situation is the Lord leading you to step away from?  As you do so continue to nurture a forgiving spirit 

and an open spirit to God’s moving in their life. 
 

 
 

 

 

SERVICE TIMES 

• Sunday 8:30 AM - Heritage Service 

• Sunday 10:00 AM - CW Family Service – Children, Youth, and Adult Classes 

• Sunday 11:20 AM - CW Family Service  

• Sunday 6:00 PM - Sunday Night Service 
 


