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BIG IDEA – JESUS’ COMING WILL BE UNEXPECTED & SUDDEN 
 

 

 “ For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man.”  Matthew 24:27 
 
"No one knows about that day or hour…That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will 
be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be 
taken and the other left.” Matthew 24:36-44        
 

 
*See also vs 44 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1-12 

 
BUT - “… you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.” I Thessalonians 5:4 
 

 

WATCH THE SIGNS 
 

"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that 
summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.” 
Matthew 24-25 
 
1. A prevailing culture of false - vs 4-5 
“Jesus answered, "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 for many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the 
Christ,' and will deceive many.” 
 
“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 
will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 2 Tim 4:3-4 
*See also 2 Tim 3:1-5 & 1 Tim 4:1 
 
2. Wars & worldwide hostility - vs 6-7   
“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars… Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” 
*See also Rev 6:1-4 & Dan 9:26-27 
 
3. Unprecedented natural disasters - vs 7b-8 
“There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.” 
*See also Revelations 6:12-17, 8:8-12 
 
 
 



 
 
4. Economic chaos - vs 7b 
“There will be famines…” 
"A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil 
and the wine!" Rev 6:6 
*See also Rev 6:5-6   
 

 
5. Spiritual persecution vs 10-14 
"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because 
of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other…Because of the 
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  
*See also Revelations 6:9-11 
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 1st Amendment of the Constitution of the United States 
 
 

6. Tremendous loss of life 
“I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close 
behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the 
wild beasts of the earth.” Rev 6:5-8 
*See also Rev 8:11, Rev 9:15, & Rev 9:18  
 
A WORD THAT DESCRIBES THIS TIME - DISTRESS 

 
“For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now — and never to be 
equaled again.” Matthew 24: 21 
 
"At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress 
such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people — everyone 
whose name is found written in the book — will be delivered.” Dan 12:1-4 
 
“Time of Jacob’s Trouble…” Jeremiah 30:7 KJV 
 
*See also Mal 4:1-3 
 

4 TRUTHS WE TAKE FROM CHRIST’S RETURN 
 

1. Be ready! Matthew 25:1-13 (Parable of the 10 Virgins) 
“Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour…” 
 
2. Be faithful! Matthew 25:14-30 (Parable of the Talents) 
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  



 
3. Be engaged! Matthew 25:31-46 (The Sheep & the Goats) 
"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.'  
 
4. Be encouraged! Matt 24:39-44 
“That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
the other left.”  

 
THE RETURN OF CHRIST IS TWO-FOLD 

 
1. Rapture - His Return to rescue, reward, & return home with His Church 
*See also I Thess 4:11-5:11 
 
“…if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day 
of judgment…” 2 Peter 2:9 
 
“After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.” 
1 Thess 4:17-18 
 
“For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died 
for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  I Thess 5:8-11 
 
2. There is the return to reign, rule, & righteously judge 
 

 *See also Revelation 20 
 
 

“Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." Acts 1:11 
 
“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession — to the praise of his glory.” Eph 1:13-14 
 
“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  10 I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please.” Isa 46:9-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

QUESTIONS 

 
People often get “stressed” or full of anxiety when the subject of the “end times” is discussed - What stresses 
you about that conversation?  
“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  10 I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please.” Isa 46:9-10 
 
What does that say about God’s power? 
 
What does it tell you about God’s knowledge? 
 
Do you think God knows what will happen in the future?   How does that make you feel? 
 
When God says “My purpose will stand…” what does that teach you about God’s control?   
 
Put it into action 
While anytime there is a discussion of “The end” – there can be a certain amount of uncertainty - we have 
God’s word, and God’s promises to encourage us who believe and depend on Him.   Take some time to be 
honest with Him today- and tell him your fears, those things in life that make you anxious, whatever they may 
be 
 
The same God who has the “Time in His Hands” can deal with anything that causes anxiety and stress. Take 
some time to turn those over to Him today. 


